
 
 
 

 

 

April 2017 

Dear Principal 

Re: Family Week | 15 to 21 May 2017 | Champions for Change 

Together with Catholic Education Melbourne, it is with great pleasure that I invite your school to celebrate Family Week in 

2017.   

While CatholicCare’s focus is to offer hope and support to the vulnerable and marginalised, we know that long term change will 

require solutions that address the structural causes of disadvantage. We can build support for this mission by educating and 

empowering the next generation. 

This year, our theme for Family Week is ‘Champions for Change - in your family, in your community, in your world’. As then-

seventeen-year-old Malala Yousoufzai said, “One book, one pen, one child and one teacher can change the world.” Our 

students and, in fact, school communities, can change the world.  Children and young adults make natural champions of social 

justice. They are interested in how they are connected with, and can contribute to the world. 

The prayer and liturgy materials help your students to connect this community-building with the grand story of God’s grace 

being lived out in our world. The Teachers Guide to Family Week has been developed to help students explore social justice 

issues in Australia and around the world.  It aims to help shape well-rounded and caring young people via educational activities 

that explore dignity, compassion, inclusion and responsibility. 

The teaching material for Family Week complements various age groups and curricula.  Activities for young children focus on 

developing a sense of community, and exploring the benefits and challenges of diversity.  For older students, Family Week 

develops agency and encourages young adults to advocate for a fair and equal society - one that reduces the barriers to social 

inclusion and builds ‘life to the full’ for all.  

We ask that you encourage your teachers to use the Teachers Guide to Family Week.  It could be as simple as organising one of 

25 suggested activities and a fundraising activity. We would be delighted to receive stories of how your school participates in 

these activities, or others that you devise. Family Week also offers you an opportunity to make your school aware of the 

services offered by the Archdiocese through CatholicCare. This year, donations from Family Week 2017 will help to fund our 

Refugee and Settlement Programs and we have provided additional information to help students explore the topic of refugee 

settlement in Australia.  

If you have any queries about Family Week, please contact Jeff Wild, Community Engagement Coordinator on 9926 5722 or 

email jeff.wild@ccam.org.au 

I would like to thank you in advance for your support of Family Week 2017. 

With every best wish, 

 

 

 

 

Fr Joe Caddy EV 

Chief Executive Officer 
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